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very cautiously in the line of shipments to the United States. Nine- 
tenths of them will drift back here at the first opportunity, and I deem 
it better policy to feed them here for a time and let them stay. * * * 

I wish the people of the United States could be made to understand 
and appreciate the great value of the immunity from pestilential dis- 
eases which we enjoy as a country, a blessing that a little carelessness 
on your part might easily dispel. 

My consular district, this city in particular, is probably the worst 
pesthole in Cuba, while the large amount of American capital invested 
here makes shipments continuous. It is therefore with no little pride 
that through the firm support rendered by yourself I point to the 
fact that during my four years' stay here not a single case of yellow 
fever or other contagious disease has been transplanted to the United 
States from my district, nor even held up in quarantine. I have not 
left sanitary matters alone in Dr. Caminero's hands, but have taken an 
active interest in them myself. 

The larger part of the cargoes in this port, except iron ore, are loaded 
and discharged by lighters in the bay. If the crews can, therefore, be 
prevented from coming on shore, they are comparatively safe, and I 
have warned all masters to keep their men on shipboard or I would 
note the fact on their bills of health. Iron ore is loaded from a com- 
pany pier one mile before reaching the city, so by holding the crews 
under strict surveillance we have escaped. 

A body of carpenters are constantly at work enlarging the military 
hospitals of this city, but as yet no storehouses have been used for hos- 
pital purposes. 

Your obedient servant, Pulaski F. Hyatt, 

United States Consul. 

JAPAN. 

Sanitary reports from Japan. 

Yokohama, June 18, 1897. 
Sir : Availing myself of the mail by Vancouver, and referring to my 
letters of June 7 and 12, reporting 3 cases of plague among the passen- 
gers of Japanese steamship Fukuoka Maru, to Nagasaki from Formosa, I 
am pleased to inform you that since the 2 cases on the 11th instant there 
has been no further occurrence of the disease in any port of Japan 
proper. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Stuart Eldridgb, M. D., 
Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. M. S. 

Yokohama, June 19, 1897. 

Sir : I regret to be unable to forward my regular report by this mail, 
the necessary material having failed to reach me from my translator. I 
am, however, able to inform you that the epidemic of smallpox is every- 
where, except, perhaps, in the kens of Niigata and Nagasaki, almost at 
an end. In Yokohama and its neighborhood during the past month 
there have been but 3 cases and 1 death, and for the last fortnight neither 
case nor death from variola. 

Single cases of choleraic disease, to the number of 3 or 4 in all, have 
been returned since my last regular report of May 31 to June 8, but I 
am inclined to believe their truly choleraic nature doubtful. 
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Plague continues prevalent in Formosa, but at Nagasaki the infection 
introduced from that island by the Fukuoka Maru appears to have been 
controlled after the occurrence of 3 deaths among the passengers of that 
steamer while in quarantine. No case has occurred at Nagasaki since 
the 11th instant, and the ship has been released from quarantine, in my 
opinion, rather prematurely. 

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Stuart Eldridge, M. D., 
Sanitary Inspector, JJ. 8. M. H. S. 

Yokohama, June 28, 1897. 

Sir: I have the honor to forward herewith my regular report of 
infectious diseases in Japan for period June 9 to June 27, inclusive. 
In so doing I beg to remark that the cholera cases returned are not 
beyond doubt of their genuine nature. So far as I have been able to 
learn, the cases in Tokyo, though bacteriologically examined, must 
be considered as questionable, while the two reported in this ken 
(Kanagawa) were not microscopically verified. Nevertheless, there is 
not only a possibility, but a probability, of the speedy appearance of 
undoubted cholera to a greater or less extent, for this disease must, 
of late years, be reckoned as of almost yearly occurrence. 

The Japanese authorities have been fortunate enough to stamp out the 
plague imported from Formosa to Nagasaki on the 4th of this month, 
as specially reported to you by me under date June 7 and 12, after the 
occurrence of but 3 cases in all, limited to the passengers of the infected 
steamer. 

As has been the case for some years, the onset of warm weather is 
accompanied by the appearance of the epidemic dysentery which now 
plays so important a part in the mortality statistics of the Empire, and 
of which the sanitary officers appear to have little or no control. 
I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Stuart Eldridge, M. D., 

Sanitary Inspector, U. S. M. H. 8. 
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[Inclosure.] 
Report of infectious disease in Japan, June 9 to June 27, 1897. 
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* No report. 



PERU. 



Yellow fever on vessels en route from Panama to Callao. 



Sir : I inclose herewith for 
from our charge d'affaires at 
yellow fever at Callao. 

Respectfully, yours, 



Department of State, 

Washington, July 14, 1897. 
your information a copy of a dispatch 
Lima, Peru, reporting the existence of 



William E. Day, 

Assistant Secretary. 



[Inclosure.] 



United States Legation, 

Lima, Peru, June 18, 1897. 
SlE : I hasten to inform you, this day, by telegram, of the increased cases of yellow 
fever and deaths occurring on board of the various steamers en route from Panama to 



